11 Public Safety Figure 3.1

Number of Crimes per 100,000 Population: 2003
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* Chicago’s number reflects 2000 data, the latest year available.
* Houston has the fifth lowest crime rate in comparison with the ten largest cities in the U.S.

* The cities with the lowest number of crimes per 100,000 people are New York and San Diego.
New York’s crime rate has decreased dramatically in the last 10-15 years.

* San Antonio and Detroit have the highest number of crimes per 100,000.

Source: FBI “Crime in the United States - 2003

Sources: United States Census: 1990 and 2000, 2003 Census 25
Estimates and 2003 American Community Survey.

Compiled by City of Houston, Planning & Development

Department, Planning Services



11 Public Safety Figure 3.2

Change in Police Officers per Capita: 1990 to 2003
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* Compared to the ten largest cities in the U.S., Houston had the fourth highest increase in the
number of police officers between 1990 and 2003.

* Philadelphia had the highest increase of police officers at 14.1%, followed by New York
(13.3%) and Chicago (11.1%).

* Dallas, San Antonio and Detroit experienced significant decreases in the number of police
officers per capita between 1990 and 2003.

* Dallas had the highest decrease in police officers at 6.1%.

Sources: FBI “Crime in the United States - 1990
and “Crime in the United States - 2003

Sources: United States Census: 1990 and 2000, 2003 Census 26
Estimates and 2003 American Community Survey.

Compiled by City of Houston, Planning & Development

Department, Planning Services



11 Public Safety Figure 3.3

Police Officers per 100,000 Population: 1990 & 2003
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* In Houston, the number of officers per 100,000 citizens has increased 6%, from 252 in 1990
to
267 in 2003.

* New York has the highest number of officers per capita at 484 per 100,000 people.

* San Diego and San Antonio have the fewest, 163 and 165 per 100,000 people, respectively.

Sources: FBI “Crime in the United States - 1990
and “Crime in the United States - 2003

Sources: United States Census: 1990 and 2000, 2003 Census 27
Estimates and 2003 American Community Survey.

Compiled by City of Houston, Planning & Development

Department, Planning Services



